
THEOLOGICAL 

ACADEMY

St. John Society



Why Did God Become 

Human?

And Why It Matters!



Mon. October 6, 7-8pm

Mon. October 20, 7-8pm

Mon. October 27, 7-8pm





Catechism of the Catholic Church

“Belief in the true Incarnation of the Son of God 
is the distinctive sign of the Christian faith.” 

(467)



Catechism of the Catholic Church

Why did the Word become flesh (456)? 

1.“The Word became flesh for us in order to save us by 

reconciling us with God…” (457). 
2.“The Word became flesh so that thus we might know God’s 

love…” (458). 
3.“The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness…” (459). 
4.“The Word became flesh to make us “partakers of the divine 

nature…”” (460).



Why Did God Become Human? 

Two Schools of Thought

1. No Sin, No Incarnation

2. Incarnation Planned from All 

Eternity



Support for an Incarnation Caused by Sin

• Divine Revelation – It’s “everywhere” in Scripture.
• Lk 19:10: “The Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
• 1 Tim 1:15 “This saying is sure and worthy of acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
• The name of Jesus (given by the angel Gabriel), in Hebrew = 

God saves (Lk 1:31)

• The Nicene Creed – For us men and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven….
• Catechism (457) – The Word became flesh for us in order to 

save us…



Problems with Sin as Cause of Incarnation

• Does the Incarnate Word owe his existence to sin?

• Is the Incarnation, which Christians agree is God’s greatest 
work in all of creation, contingent on an evil act?

• Is Christ an afterthought of God?

• The primacy and centrality of Christ in creation is threatened if 

the Incarnation of the Word is a response to sin.

• Sin takes center stage instead of Christ.

• Human destiny changes to something originally unplanned.







Two Key Figures 

Treat the Reason for the Incarnation

• St. Thomas Aquinas

• Blessed John Duns Scotus



St. Thomas Aquinas (d.1274)



Blessed John Duns Scotus (d.1308)



•Why Two Opposing Viewpoints?

•Why no Clarity for so long?



Colossians 1:15-18

• “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For in him were created all things in heaven and on 

earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created 

through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. 

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 

things he himself might be preeminent.”
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